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Biological Weapons Convention (1972)
Article I

Each State Party to this Convention undertakes never in 
any circumstances to develop, produce, stockpile or 
otherwise acquire or retain:otherwise acquire or retain:

(1) Microbial or other biological agents, or toxins whatever 
th i i i th d f d ti f t d itheir origin or method of production, of types and in 
quantities that have no justification for prophylactic, 
protective or other peaceful purposes;

(2) Weapons, equipment or means of delivery designed to 
use such agents or toxins for hostile purposes or in 

d fli tarmed conflict.



Australian Law
Crimes (Biological Weapons) Act 1976 (Cth), Section 8:( g p ) ( ),

(1) It is unlawful to develop, produce, stockpile or otherwise acquire or retain: 

(a) microbial or other biological agents, or toxins whatever their origin or 
method of production, of types and in quantities that have no justification for 
prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes; or 
(b) i t f d li d i d t h t(b) weapons, equipment or means of delivery designed to use such agents or 
toxins for hostile purposes or in armed conflict.

(2) A corporation that or a natural person who does an act or thing declared(2) A corporation that, or a natural person who, does an act or thing declared 
by subsection (1) to be unlawful is guilty of an offence and is punishable, on 
conviction: 
(a) in the case of a corporation—by a fine not exceeding $200,000; and(a) in the case of a corporation by a fine not exceeding $200,000; and 
(b) in the case of a natural person—by a fine not exceeding $10,000, or by 
imprisonment for a specified period or for life, or both.



??

Who has BW?



Source: Bioweapons and Biodefense Freedom of Information Fund website, www.cbwtransparency.org/archive/

Original source: US Armed Forces Pest Management Board website, www.afpmb.org, 2004 (since removed)



LessonsLessons
Diffi lt t di ti i h t l d d lib t tb kDifficult to distinguish natural and deliberate outbreaks

Difficult to verify existence of biological warfare programs

Focus defensive efforts on strengthening health system 
capacity, locally and globallyp y, y g y

Barriers to biological warfare are technical and moral

Focus biosecurity efforts on life scientists in a manner 
sensitive to public health needs


